Luke 6:38 Ministries
By David Catherman
Being the ‘Hand of God’ in ministry.
[bookmark: _Hlk97538103]Scripture quoted by permission.  Quotations designated (NLT) are from THE HOLY BIBLE: New Living Translation.  
Intro
What is Luke 6:38? Is that a usual memory verse? Well, it should be. It is the theme of this organization.
[bookmark: _Hlk103681190]38 Give, and you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full—pressed down, shaken together to make room for more, running over, and poured into your lap. The amount [measure] you give will determine the amount [measure] you get back.[a]”
Or The measure you give will be the measure you get back.
Luke 6:38
[bookmark: _Hlk92450864]For years now, I have been focusing on what it means to live by the Spirit and I even wrote a book on my findings (Come, Live in the Spirit on Amazon).  In my eagerness to comprehend what Scripture has to say, I came across this verse and immediately started to wonder if we should take this literally or does it have a hidden meaning?  If this is a promise from God, maybe we should take it literally, but few people do.  Here is part of a paper I wrote on the verse.
“We give can money if we have it, but we can give in many other ways also, especially if we are wealthy with things besides money: time, abilities, possessions, and other God given things.”  See the related paper called “Give and it will be Given”.
I found an article online that emphasizes that we are not talking about giving and getting money, but a being in a giving ministry.  Man does not give back to use but God does. This is not a verse about how you can get rich but how you can boost yours and others ministry.  The context of the verse is important.
Mission Statement
On the advice of counsel, here is the mission statement for the ministry. It is expounded in this document into the details of what it really means.
The mission of Luke 6:38 Ministries is to be a channel for God, to collect money from those who have it and want to invest in the ministry and then to give the money to those who want to work in the fulltime ministry and are trying to raise support.  One of the goals is to invest this money into a market where we can multiply the money and end up supporting many more people in ministry. Much of this is based on faith in God and we still invest as He leads.  God has promised big returns on the money invested and with that we have big turnarounds in investments and greater support for the ministry. We want to be the ‘Hand of God’.
Beyond Tithing
This is strange teaching about giving. We have been taught all our lives that we are required to give on tenth of what you have received or earned. This teaching does not preclude that command but enhances it.  Tithing is an old covenant command, but we are discussing the new covenant enhancement of that command.  The one tenth has been upped to giving more and even up to giving everything we have (with a possible hundred-fold return).
Giving of your wealth to God’s work without any expectations will result in many things given back to you, generously (not always money). This extra wealth given is not only for you to spend on your (and your family’s) ‘needs’, but mostly to reinvest it into God’s work.  Imagine if everyone held to this thinking. The measure that you use when you give to God’s work, the same measure will be used when giving back to you (“A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over”).
With your tithes (and more), be sure to support those who work among you to help you spiritually (1 Corinthians 9:13-14) and not just money, but possessions as well (Luke 3:11).
Prosperity Gospel
All of this sounds like ‘Prosperity Gospel’ teaching but there is a distinct difference.  So much of this kind of teaching out there is about us getting ‘rich’.  We have become conditioned to ignore this teaching realizing that some (scoundrels) may be getting rich, but not everyone.  I am not talking about us getting rich. I am talking about getting more wealth to invest in the gospel.  It is not our money, but God’s money and is being funneled through us to the ministry.  If we give it all away, we will not be rich, as some would teach.  The more wealth we can put back into the ministry, the more ministry we will have.  That could become our ministry – giving!
I am using money as a tangible example in this paper, but what you give to God and what He gives back to you can be so much more than money.  You can give (and receive back) time, abilities, possessions, and help as well as all we have to offer (and receive) on the spiritual level.  So do not let this physical example cloud your judgement – this is not about only money but about all our wealth we have to offer the ministry.  Yes, money is part of the equation, but not nearly all of it. (1 Timothy 6:17-19)
Don’t Save Up
Why store up possessions and money for retirement?  We may think we have enough stored up, but one disaster could take it all. Since we depend on God’s pleasure, why not depend on Him for our needs as well.
19 And I’ll sit back and say to myself, “My friend, you have enough stored away for years to come. Now take it easy! Eat, drink, and be merry!”’
20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! You will die this very night. Then who will get everything you worked for?’
21 “Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly wealth but not have a rich relationship with God.”
Luke 12:19-21
Ideas:  Does God want you to save up for retirement?  Could you give (or invest) the money saved up for retirement?  Think about it.
What happens to all that we have saved up over the years when we die?  Our heirs will get most of it, but what happens to all we have saved up for retirement?  Much of it goes to the government.  Maybe it would be better to give away all that we have stored up to the ministry and the needy and trust God to supply all our needs when we are too old to work anymore.
21 Jesus looked at him with love and said, “There is one thing for you to do yet. Go and sell everything you have and give the money to poor people. You will have riches in heaven. Then come and follow Me.”
Mark 10:21
[bookmark: _Hlk98831381]Can you imagine being rich in heaven for eternity rather than being rich here on earth for a few years?
Give Everything
Tithing is breaking even.  If you give 10% of your money received back to the Lord, he will pay back 10-fold and you should be back where you started.  But if we tithe (or give) more than 10%, we get back more proportionally.  The problem is there is no increase in our 10% giving if you do not make more money.  Prosperity gospel is centered on the receiving end of the process, and you give in order to receive back.  By giving more than 10%, you will receive more, but that is not the idea here.  We are getting more to be able to reinvest more into the ministry, not to become rich.  It is all God’s money, and we should be good stewards with His money.  If you give more, you will have more, not for yourself, but to invest into His ministry. Jesus promised a return that is “pressed down, shaken together and running over”. That should be a large gain from what we gave originally but that increase is not for us, but for God.  If we continue to reinvest in God’s work, even more will come in.
There are many verses that encourages you to give more than a tenth of your income and gain. They encourage us to plant all we have the way a farmer does (Matthew 13:1-8).  If you plant the Gospel with the right souls, the harvest will be great.
Jesus commended the poor widow for giving the right way.  She did not keep back what she needed to live on. She gave everything she had and trusted Jesus for the needs to live on. 
43 Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I tell you the truth, this poor widow has given more than all the others who are making contributions. 44 For they gave a tiny part of their surplus, but she, poor as she is, has given everything she had to live on.”
Mark 12:43-44
She knew that gifts to the ministry would come back multiplied. Do you think she continued to be poor, or did she reap a reward and invest more?
To be a real disciple of Jesus, you must be ready to give everything to Him, all your talents, abilities, and possessions.  If you give it all, what will you do about your living expenses? Trust in God!
33 So you cannot become my disciple without giving up everything you own.
Luke 11:33
This is hard! How do we give up all that we have worked so hard for?  Think about the end game, not the short game.  In heaven, we do not need all this ‘stuff’, but will be rewarded if we give it now. It all belongs to God anyway.
21 Jesus looked at him with love and said, “There is one thing for you to do yet. Go and sell everything you have and give the money to poor people. You will have riches in heaven. Then come and follow Me.”
Mark 10:21
If you give up everything, you would no longer be rich here on earth, but God will give back to us in ways we are not expecting.  He talks a couple times about how hard it is to be rich and enter the Kingdom of Heaven (Matthew 19:23). Maybe we should not become rich, but we have been taught all our lives how important it is saving a lot of money, especially for retirement.  Many people have hundreds of thousands of dollars saved up in their 401k and IRA accounts when they retire after having saved for 30-40 years. Would you call this rich?  If your future needs are met, you will be okay and retire nicely. Will you ever retire from God’s grace?
Peter begins to understand what Jesus is talking about and comments on how they had given up everything (not that they had a lot of things to give up) to follow Jesus.  If they had no riches left, what will they retire on?
28 Then Peter began to say to Him, “We have given up everything we had and have followed You.” 
Mark 10:28
Jesus responds to this by explaining that if we do give up ‘everything’ we have, God will resupply to a greater extent when the time is right, even a hundred-fold.  If we invest in the Gospel now, He will supply for our older years.  When you are invested so heavily in the Gospel, you don’t have to retire but will live on God’s grace the rest of our lives.
29 Jesus said, “For sure, I tell you, there are those who have given up houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands because of Me, and the Good News. 30 They will get back one hundred times as much now at this time in houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands.
Mark 10:29
Mark 10 goes on to discuss many other topics, but it is important to notice the big one here in verse 21. 
Go and sell everything you have and give the money to poor people 
Is Jesus talking to us also or just His disciples? Do we need to give all the money we have saved up away to be in the right place for God to work with our lives? Do we need to save for retirement when we could be giving to the needy now and trusting God later?
Giving everything is a repeated command but we say, “That command was given to certain people. It does not apply to everyone.” Then why did Christ repeat this command (or strong suggestion) so often?  Is it maybe in His primary plan for us?
Responding to the Spirit’s promptings, the early believers gave freely of all they had so no one was in need. When they did give, God blessed them richly with wealth to be reinvested.  Notice that they did not give to the needy themselves but had an intermediary (the apostles) who gave to the poor and needy.
34 There were no needy people among them, because those who owned land or houses would sell them 35 and bring the money to the apostles to give to those in need.
Acts 4:34-35
This following story was an example of how the disciples interpreted His command with the communal congregation where they shared everything and did not rely on personal savings.  Meeting together was important, but the continual praising of God made the difference.  Maybe the early believers had a grasp of what this all means to us.
43 A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders. 44 And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. 45 They sold their property and possessions and shared the money with those in need.
Acts 2:43-45
One thing to remember before giving all.  It may work for single people but those with families need to make sure they are cared for first.
8 But those who won’t care for their relatives, especially those in their own household, have denied the true faith. Such people are worse than unbelievers.
1 Timothy 5:8
If you are rich or do become rich, remember that God has given you this wealth (more than money) to distribute to those who are needy among you. This could be a theme passage for this ministry.  Be sure to leave an inheritance to your children and grandchildren (Proverbs 13:22).
17 Teach those who are rich in this world not to be proud and not to trust in their money, which is so unreliable. Their trust should be in God, who richly gives us all we need for our enjoyment. 18 Tell them to use their money to do good. They should be rich in good works and generous to those in need, always being ready to share with others. 19 By doing this they will be storing up their treasure as a good foundation for the future so that they may experience true life.
1 Timothy 6:17-19
The paper goes on to discuss what happens when we give all thing to God.  He will supply our needs when we cannot work anymore. Do you trust God enough to believe that He can supply your needs?  Have you saved in an IRA for 30 years and can now retire peacefully?  Is that what God wants from you, or does he want you to give it all to the needy?
That is the concept of this ministry.  If you give away your wealth now, you can trust the Lord to supply your needs later in life.  The concept goes against all we have been raised to do, but it is what God says and should be taken seriously.
Motto: GIVE&GO
There are two important types of people in the ministry: those who love to give of the bounty God has given to people in need (be the Hand of God) and those who give their lives to go and minister to people. Luke 6:38 Ministry is an attempt to marry up those two people.  If we can get the givers and the goers together, ministry will be the beneficial recipient of this marriage.  
Some people are blessed by God to have extra money and possessions and are motivated to obey the guidance of Scripture to give as much as possible. Their reward is the satisfaction of taking what the Lord has given them and investing it into the lives of people, those who have needs that God says He will meet and those who have committed their lives to fulfilling the ministry to which God has given to them.  Many passages in the Bible (including Luke 6:38) talk about how if you give sacrificially, God will return to you out of His bounty, and you will probable end up with more than you started with so you can invest more.
Then there are people who are called to go and minister to people around the world with the Gospel of our Lord.  Most will give up fruitful careers to follow this leading by the Holy Spirit to be useful to God’s will and spend their lives working in the ministry without knowing where the resources come from but just believing it will come.
When these two people come together, it is the best possible solution for the ministry.  Luke 6:38 Ministry is Spirit led to make this possible.  They find people that are willing to give and also find people that are willing to go and bring them together.  They will funnel God’s money to those who need it as efficiently as possible.  Those who want to give can count on them to find places that need the money and those who want to go can count on being supplied with what they need to be free to go and minister.
How Is this Possible?
Each individual might have a hard time trusting God this much.  Therefore, we have started a new organization that will help. This organization can help you give to the needy.  If you would like to give but don’t know where, we do the research to find quality people (and accept your input) that want to do ministry or are needy believers who need financial help.  We use the power of the Spirit and let the “all knowing” one help us decide who is for real and who is a scammer.  This is not an easy task and relies on the wisdom the Spirit has to offer.
Not everyone has the wisdom and experience offered by the Spirit and we have a team of people who do have the experience to distinguish which are valid requests and are able to ascertain those who have a need but have not made a request.
4 My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, 5 so that your faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power.
1 Corinthians 2:4-5
To show you can trust us, we have a monthly report on who we have supported and what kind of needs they have.  If led, you can contact these people and support them individually or continue to work through the organization and direct your contributions and receive tax breaks.  You can also direct us that you do not want to support this person or ministry.  You can give your own money to ministries with a tax break so we will concentrate on individuals.  We will probably start a system whereby individuals can receive full support from this ministry.
7 For we live by believing and not by seeing.
2 Corinthians 5:7
Incorporated
To take advantage of the IRS’s tax-deductible donations, we have gone through the process of registering with the State and the IRS to become a non-profit organization which can funnel your money toward creditable people. I found a Christian lawyer who gave me a good deal on starting the company.  It was a three-step process: first we made the application; and a couple months later, the IRS sent a several part information form to help verify that we were making the right application and had the right process; third, we had to verify all the players and the board of directors.  Now we are set up to receive donations from individuals and companies.
Getting the Word Out
What good is a company if no one knows it exists?  We need a method of communication to both the recipients and the donors.  This is a long process, and we need to find a way to let people know we exist.  That probably is not something we can leave to the Holy Spirit, but hopefully He will give ideas and the direction to go. 
One idea I have had so far is to work with churches and Christian ministries.  If the churches and ministries could supply the names of people looking for finances and also let people know where they can donate. The connection between these two is the niche for this ministry. To pull them together we will bank on the miraculous support of God and the Spirit.
Other ideas will come as the Spirit leads.
Take In and Pass On Donations
The donations would come from believers who want to be part of the ministries that are going on out there.  People have money that comes available on a regular basis and there is some money that has been saved up and need a place to apply it to the Lord’s work.  When you die, you cannot take money with you, but you can send it on ahead by giving to the ministry and needy people. That requires determination and some special knowledge of where to give it.  If everyone had to do the same research to know where to give, it would be counterproductive, and we may miss His direction give to us.  If there was a team of people doing this research, they could let us know where to give.
It is a risk to take the money you have saved for retirement and give it to this ministry.  We are starting a program like an IRA or 401k where you can give monthly to the ministry and after you retire, your needs will be met by God or through the ministry.  You identify the need (or ideally the Spirit will identify it) and the need can be met through the ministry.  When you die, you can leave the rest of your investment to the ministry, and it will be used to support others.  Since this is a non-profit ministry, more money goes to the Lord’s work instead of some CEO’s pocket.
Who Receives the Giving
As money comes in through donations, we will look at it as if it is God’s money and our job is to give it where He wants it used, as He has commanded.  There would be a system where people can apply for needs, but it needs to be tightly regulated to real needs since many scam artists could abuse the system.  Other than contacting people around them to verify the request, we may need input from the Holy Spirit on each request.  The Spirit knows all things and can let us know which are the valid requests.  I know that most people do not think in those terms and may not be close enough to hear His voice but thank the Lord that there are some believers who can receive His input.
We will build a database that will tell us if we have any former information on this person.  Maybe your situation has changed, and we will look to the Lord’s guidance on each case.
The main goal is to get the donations headed in the right direction.  Many organizations have tried this approach, but many have failed because of greed. (It is hard to see that much money go through your hands without getting some for yourself.)  It will take some special providence to make this happen.  We depend on the Spirit to control us.
Investing with the Spirit
One approach we would like to try is to use the input from the Spirit to invest the money to reap a profit.  Since the Spirit know all things and knows the future, He can instruct us on how to invest. 
3 Ask me and I will tell you remarkable secrets you do not know about things to come.
Jeremiah 33:3
God wants you to invest in Him by giving your money away as an investment to Him and if you do invest in His work, He will give back to you in a generous way (Luke 6:38). This kind of giving requires faith and even if you do not have the required faith, you can invest the money for ministry use and get it back eventually from God.
13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own but will tell you what he has heard. He will tell you about the future.
John 16:13
Since the Spirit knows what God is thinking, He can inform us of what happens in the future. If you knew the future state of many things, you could make much money for God (but not for yourself – the problem with Prosperity Gospel). Your motives must be pure.  The goal here is to raise money for the ministry not for yourself!
This is just the tip of the iceberg.  There are so many passages that talk about God being able to do anything for us.
“What do you mean, ‘If I can’?” Jesus asked. “Anything is possible if a person believes.”
Mark 9:23
Moving mountains is extreme faith, but that is what we are talking about here. Nothing is impossible if we really believe so here is your encouragement to believe with all your heart.
“I tell you the truth, you can say to this mountain, ‘May you be lifted up and thrown into the sea,’ and it will happen. But you must really believe it will happen and have no doubt in your heart”. 
“I tell you, you can pray for anything, and if you believe that you’ve received it, it will be yours.” 
Mark 11: 23-24
Can we trust God to give miraculously? He says He will and what He says, He will do. You can and should believe it!
John replied, “No one can receive anything unless God gives it from heaven.
John 3:27
Giving from heaven is miraculous giving. Part of faith is thanking God as if He has already done it.
Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done.
Philippians 4:6
What is your need?  Just because it is impossible for man does not mean it is impossible for God. He owns everything.
And this same God who takes care of me will supply all your needs from his glorious riches, which have been given to us in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4:19
There are many more, but we will be considerate of your time.  We can produce another paper detailing them.
This sounds like a good investment scheme and will be as long as God continues to meet His promise of suppling needs. (Philippians 4:19)  This ministry has a ‘need’ to support other ministries and people since that is why we exist.  It this way, we are offering our services to God to use as he sees fit.  If He wants to give to a ministry, He can do it through us. We like the nickname of ‘The Hand of God’ as it is a good description of our ministry.  There will always be someone on staff whose purpose is to hear the Spirit’s guidance when it comes to investing and giving.  This need will continue as the ministry’s charter, and we will keep a number of people on staff to spiritually hear His voice and respond to His commands.  We will do this not for our own gain but for God’s involvement in ministry.
We understand that there is risk involved here so we will limit your risk. Of each donation, only 10% will be used in physical investments.  We may raise that percentage if we see consistent proceeds from God’s investments. As profits come in, we plan to repay that original contribution into your account and also some of the profit, at least 10%.  Our goal is to grow your account so it can be used for your needs in retirement. Taxes may be taken out depending on requirements.
On the spiritual side, we will use up to 40% of the donation to invest in the ministry as the Luke 6:38 name implies. Yes, there is risk here, but we are trusting the Holy Spirit’s direction, so it is probably a small risk. This may change also depending on the outcome. As income builds through investments, we will put more and more into the ministry in faith.
The staff of the ministry will be offered a normal salary but will not become rich from these investments unless the put their own money into the donations fund (which they probably will).
Time for a Change of Thinking
For so many years, we have been conditioned to think about our own life and how we can control it.  Maybe it is time to think about it differently and think of others before ourselves. God can help you change your stringent way of thinking, for He longs for us to be willing to follow His guidance and help others. When the Spirit communicates with us explaining God’ desires, we will be more knowledgeable of His will which is what God wants of us.
2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.
Romans 12:2
God’s new way of thinking is to consider the best for others not yourself.  Do you pay attention to the needy?  Are they even on your radar?  Have you ever asked God to bring someone by for you to meet, maybe even a needy person?  We tend to avoid those places for our own ease of mind, but God said to consider the needy in your giving.  God has promised to meet their needs, but He does it through our giving.  We can be an answer to God’s provision for others and then reap the rewards He has promised.
When we do give to the needy, don’t announce it publicly to be rewarded by others but keep it between us and God. Then, He can reward you, usually privately.
“Watch out! Don’t do your good deeds publicly, to be admired by others, for you will lose the reward from your Father in heaven. When you give to someone in need, don’t do as the hypocrites do—blowing trumpets in the synagogues and streets to call attention to their acts of charity! I tell you the truth, they have received all the reward they will ever get. But when you give to someone in need, don’t let your left hand know what your right hand is doing.
Matthew 6:1-4
That is the purpose of this ministry.  You should be able to give to the needy without any worry or fanfare: this is between you and God.  We try to assist by identifying who are really needy and who are trying to scam the wealthy. If you know of someone who needs support, you can send in that recommendation, and we will consider them.  Then you could give specifically to them through us. When you give, it is not publicized and only you and God know where it went.  Yes, we try to send a monthly report on where we have given the money to keep us honest but it is not to advertise your involvement.
Prepare for God’s Blessing
As you give of your bounty to the work of God, He has promised to give back in a greater portion.  Think about the example of the farmer planting seeds.  He rarely holds back the seed he has available for future years.  Sometimes the seeds go bad with age unless they are stored in a clean dry place with humidity control.  Most farmers plant all they have and count on getting next years seed from the harvest. God has promised a 30-, 60-, or 100-fold increase in your investment (Matthew 13:23).  Some of that profit will be used to feed your family, some to give to the needy, and some to reinvest into the future.  If we save it all up now, it may not survive with time and should be used to be resupplied by God.  If we give more than 10%, we get more in return to be reinvested.  That is what happens when you invest into God’s ministry.
What About Your Future?
We have become so conditioned to saving as much as you can, we seldom give everything.  This ministry will assist with that and will provide a place for you to invest it all and still reap a return. So, what about your future? We promise to meet your needs as much as an IRA or 401k would.  When you retire, let us know of your needs and they will be met.  Of course, we cannot do anything extravagant, but your basic needs will be met. The difference is that when you die, your money will continue to be used in ministries but cannot be deemed part of your will.  Your investment will continue to be part of God’s money as long as it is needed.  While this does sound limiting, your investment will live on after you die.  You can look down from heaven and see your money in play wherever God needs it.
This way, the ministry will continue after we die and be available for needy people.  Do you care how people will be cared for after you die?  If you have specified certain people to be recipients of the ministry, their needs will continue to be met.  As more people continue to join the ministry, money will continue to flow to needy people with a priority on those in ministry.
Something Does Not Sound Right
I have let several people read the first half of this paper and a couple came up with some ideas I was missing, but no one commented on the content and the meaning of giving much.  Is it something I said or is it such a radical idea that most are not comfortable with the idea yet? I admit it is a new idea for me also, but if you believe the much supporting Scripture, it is hard to disagree with it.  No one has said stop so I will continue along this road the Spirit has given.  Maybe, if the ministry does come up with some advanced giving, people will listen. It is up to the Spirit to uphold His end of the deal and keep the wealth flowing in. With God, all things are possible.
6 “This is what the Lord says: All this may seem impossible to you now, but is it impossible for me? says the Lord. 7 You can be sure that I will rescue my people from the east and from the west
Zechariah 8:6-7
Where Does the Wealth come From?
If we could trust God enough to give it away, we would have a big start.  If giving the money sounds too risky, we will set up a means for your retirement account to ‘invest’ in this ministry rather than outright giving.  The record of the monetary gains from the ministry should be convincing enough if giving to God sounds too risky.  If everyone would realize that their retirement money is just an insurance policy for when we grow old and consider letting God worry about that, we would be heading down that road of ‘giving everything’ as commanded over and over.  God has given us enough smarts to plan ahead for that.  It would be a big gamble to trust God to supply your needs but isn’t that what He tell us to do? This ministry will always be available to help meet your needs as God wills it, even (or especially) in your retirement.
There will be enough people with faith in God who will make donations outright to get this ministry off the ground.  After the track record is set, many will contribute. If people keep giving, that will be enough to sustain the ministry, but more is needed if the ministry is to flourish for God, which is where the investing comes in. With God directing the investments, there is no limit to the money that can come in but we must give Him the glory and not ourselves.
The major source of income in this ministry will be Spirit guided investments.  We know the Spirit can give money (when people follow His direction to give), but He can just as easily give us knowledge as to the investments to make.  This would show where the money came from more easily (for people who lack the faith). The Spirit can also speak to donors where the money can be invested, and we are open to that kind of guidance also (if it is from the Spirit and not for selfish gains).
Spirit Guidance
It is through the ‘spiritually guided’ concept that the ministry would provide for your old age needs.  As it stands, you are counting on your needs which will be about the same as now (or less since then you will own your house).  If you have a major need, will your current plan work for that.  If inflation overcomes our economy (which it will in end-times), do we have enough saved to cover that?  What does your retirement company do with your money?  It is not just sitting in some account, but it is invested in the market and other more stable ventures.  If you die before 80 years of age (which is the probability) where does your IRA go? Not much of it will go to your heirs as 30-40% goes to the government.  I will do a study on this, but I am fairly sure the government takes much of it.  
Ask God and He will tell you about future events. From this knowledge (and on faith) we will know where to invest.
3 Ask me and I will tell you remarkable secrets you do not know about things to come.
Jeremiah 33:3
13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will tell you about the future.
John 16:13
We have something that non-believers do not: the gift to understand secrets (mysteries) through the Spirit.
11 He replied, “You are permitted to understand the secrets[a] of the Kingdom of Heaven, but others are not.
1.  Greek the mysteries.
Matthew 13:11
Ideas:  Maybe this is where many of our inventions come from: God showing man certain secrets.  Now days, we are finding out how things that are created work and are even into gene editing.
Retirement Companies
Your IRA/ 401k company invests your money in stocks and companies. If your goes out of business, you still own the stock (usually spread out in a mutual fund) but who will collect the money for you? What will you live on?  We select companies large enough that the odds of them going bankrupt are extremely low bit if the economy takes a downturn (as it does from time to time), is your investment sure enough?  In this current environment, your investment is fairly sure, but what about the chaos of the future in end times?  Will our retirement companies change if everything goes bad?  The Bible tells us that times are coming soon when all that will change.  Evil people will take over the world and make changes that profit themselves not us.
First, inflation will go through the roof and our retirement accounts will not be able to keep up.  Many companies will go under, taking your money with them.  If we still have a government worth its salt, it will try to help but the odds are against the trillions of dollars at risk.  Even the USA as a country is at risk. Secondly, the retirement companies will not be able to make the usual payments. Some smaller companies are already seeing this happen.  Thirdly, the governments who control these companies will fall leaving scoundrels or idiots in charge. Nothing will be safe then.
That is why I am starting a company that is based on spiritual principles instead of worldly ones.  Worldly wealth has been stable for quite a while, being regulated by the government but without those stabilities, what will happen? In the Rapture, one third of Americans will disappear.  What will happen to our government then? Is there any chance of it continuing without honest people at the helm?  Like most countries in the world, when scoundrels take over, bad things will happen, and funds will disappear.
What Can We Do Now?
My vision is to have a stable company that will be affected less radically if the ‘statis quo’ changes. I would even have a few honest ‘almost believers’ in paces of authority for when the Rapture does happen.  Most of us will be gone and will not care, but what about the ones that are ‘Left Behind’?  What will they do?  Many will realize that the rapture did happen and will become believers even if they have to live through the Tribulation.  Many will die but they will experience resurrection when Christ returns as the Bible promises.  The Bible is the only reliable source we have that knows the future and what will happen.  Being knowledgeable there makes sense.
Building biblical principles into the ministry makes sense.  This is the source of all wisdom that is available to us now.  Banking on what we learn from Scripture will help us survive the coming chaos.  We cannot continue forward as if nothing is going to happen in this world.  Satan has his own plans and will try to thwart Believers at every step.  We may be strong enough to hold him back now but what about the near future?  He is getting stronger and stronger since there are places in the world that do not stand against him.  We need to prepare to combat him as the Spirit wills.
Where Does the Money Come From?
When money comes in for the ministry from donors, we invest it in the needy and those in ministry who need support as God says. So, where does the money from?  Much of the money will come from new people donating but we also try to stay solvent with all the investments, and we do want to have the money available for people’s needs.  As long as people keep investing, we will meet all the needs we can.  Even when they reach the amount that has been donated, we will continue to meet their rational needs as long as we can.
If that was the only source of income, we may not last very long.  We also plan to invest the money and increase the supply from profits. If more and more people donate, we will be able to continue to meet the needs of ministries and elder people in retirement.  We have a method of investing that seems to be a sure fired of reaping profits, but we will keep that a secret until it is proven, or everyone would do it. 
We do keep track of each investment and the result which is reported to the investor.  Rather than report amounts of money, we report percentages.  Here is a small explanation of this.  Say you invested $1000.  This money was put together with other investments to buy some stock. If we put $20,000 into a stock, your part of that transaction would be 1/20 or 5% of the total.  If the stock reaped a 100% profit (doubled in value to $40,000), then we would report that your investment reaped a 100% profit.  You know how much your invested and therefore know the amount of the return, but we do not use actual amounts for security reasons.  If someone monitored our reporting, they would not know amounts, but the results would be reported for your edification, and you would know that your investment of $1000 was doubled to $2000 in actual giving.
There are many stocks that go up way more than 100%, but only for a short time. Knowing when to get in and get out is the key to making money.  Many people invest for the long haul and make more money over time. That is the safe way to invest, but not the quickest.  If you want to make a lot of money fast, you need to take risks.  The risks can be reduced by knowledge of what the stock is likely to do, but there will still be some risk involved.  You will sometimes lose but if your increases out weight the loses, overall, you are a winner and that is the goal, to increase our investment in God’s work, but not our own bottom dollar.  If we become rich, it will be hard to enter God’s kingdom (Matthew 19:23). We do this for an investment in God’s work, not for ourselves. It is tempting to do this for our own accounts, but where does that take us? Where will we be in the afterlife?
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “I tell you the truth, it is very hard for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of Heaven.
Matthew 19:23
Finding Investment Opportunities
As we grow, more people will learn of this ministry and will want to become involved.  We may not do any advertising but rely on the Spirit to lead people to us and He will help us find people who need assistance in their ministry.  This is a Spirit led ministry and it is up to God to bring opportunities and donors in.  As we mature, these opportunities will become more natural, but for now we are looking to God to fulfill as He sees fit.  People will need to respond on faith.
Word of mouth is a big way to spread the news.  We will make ourselves known to ministry organizations but some individuals, not associated with an organization, may hear about us as others spread the word.  We will let God work way He works and try not to get in His way.  He is all knowing and can best spread the information to those who need it. That does not sound very official, but we function on faith. Is that an official motto for a ministry, “we function on faith”? As we progress, we may find a more substantial method of getting the story out, but for now, that is how we will proceed.
1 Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 
Hebrews 11:1
The IRS and the State will require some official documentation and we will try to collect the required information but hope to be able to protect individuals info as much as possible.  There are many individuals who would see this as an opportunity to SCAM for money and we will trust the input of the Spirit (who knows all things) to protect from these kinds of people.  Our goal is to help those who want to do God’s will but lack the funding.
Long Term Goals
Down the road, we expect this process to smooth out and become more sure, but for now (and even then, if we can), we expect to minister as the Spirit leads.  We hope to be flexible enough to handle the Spirit’s direction on faith even if it becomes something beyond our imagination.
How It Works
Down to details:  here is what I see is needed for the new ministry.
Software is provided mostly for free at Compare Microsoft 365 Nonprofit Plans | Microsoft 365.
Board of Directors
Nonprofits must be run by boards of directors that make decisions based on the organization's nonprofit purposes. We start with a small board but will grow as the company and interest grows.
How Should Nonprofits Invest?
In order to be sustainable, this nonprofit must have robust governance structures and savvy a investment strategy.
Nonprofit organizations have no shareholders to keep happy, but they still need to generate income.  This nonprofit will report to all recent investors at least monthly with a yearly summary. We will report on the people we support (maybe not actual names for security).
Charities, and especially university endowments, lately have turned to sophisticated methods of portfolio diversification to meet this investment challenge, expanding beyond stocks and bonds into vehicles like hedge funds, private equity, venture capital, real estate, and even timberland.
The use of alternative asset classes in philanthropy was pioneered in the Ivy League, notably at Harvard and Yale in the 1970s, and has since become nearly ubiquitous at universities. 
Religious nonprofits invest more traditionally.  In addition to the stock market, there are several other methods of investment which will produce some income.
You can’t eliminate risk, but we can understand where you’re taking risk and we can decide on whether or not we want to be exposed to that particular risk at that given point in time. It’s really important not just to focus on return but to look at risk-adjusted returns.  We will bank on the Spirit’s input in these areas, not just on physical knowledge.
A nonprofit should have “an active and engaged board [comprising] individuals who not only are knowledgeable and engaged but selected with the organization’s needs in mind.” There also should be written policies on investment practices and ethical matters such as document retention and treatment of whistleblowers
Database
This is where I have some expertise to offer.  I have built many databases for many organizations, and here is my take:
[image: ]Entity
Since we will be tracking both individuals and organizations, we should store all the info in a table I call ‘Entity’. This will store all information about each entity we deal with, whether it is on the receiving end or the giving end or probably both.  Each entity will have an account number and since it could be for both, there will not be a to/from field, but the ‘Gifts’ and ‘Donations’ tables could both refer to the same Entity. Any other singular info for an entity will be stored there.
An Entity could have multiple addresses for each.  Another table will store which addresses being to which entity.  Another table called ‘Address’ will store valid mailing addresses and link to Entity through a third ‘EntityAddress’ table. This table will store what kind of address is being stored.
The same will happen with the Email addresses. In addition to the ‘Email’ table will be a third table to join the Entity and Email tables called ‘EntityEmail’ and will store the specific information about the email address for the entity, a ‘type’ field and a valid flag.
There also should be a table that denotes the relationship between entities.  This table is called ‘EntityRelation’ and captures the primary entity with the related entity and then keeps the relation type as another field with dates included. Organizations can have associated people so a person could be related to the organization and another field would track how the person is related (member, student, patient, etc.)
Proceeds
There will be a master ‘Proceeds’ table that each donation will go to and will also record the Gifts, Donations, and Return on Investments that come in or go out. Each proceed will record the origination with a link to the Entity record. A running tally of this table should show the state of the ministry. Another table will store the current tally amounts.
Donations
All donations will be stored in the ‘Donation’ table and will record the date of the donation, the entity making the donation and the amount.  Each donation will be recorded and will be receipted back to the Entity with an entry made in the Receipts table.  There could be another table to detail how the donations were distributed.
Correspondence
As the money is distributed, all outgoing gifts will be to an Entity with dates and amounts recorded. Another table will record ‘Correspondence’ that goes with each gift, and there may be multiple correspondences toward each gift if the Entity wishes more information.  This correspondence could be written and mailed, or it could be electronic via email or an e-message. The message in the correspondence may be in a separate table or may be stored here. We will store it in the Correspondence table now with the option to move it later.
Gifts
The ministries and people given to will be recorded in ‘Gifts’ table and another table will record how much of each donation was used in this gift.  The idea is that we would like to be able to display to the donors where their donations were used.   
Investments 
The goal is invest your money in productive markets as the Spirit leads (since He knows the future).  Investments will be tracked in the ‘Investment’ table and will record all the information about each investment.  The table will record who the investment is with and the details. There will be another table called ‘ReturnOnInvestment’ that will track any funds received from the Investment, which could be positive or negative. Both will be recorded and used for determination where to invest next.  We would like to use the Holy Spirit’s input on investments since He knows what to invest in and for how long.
13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own but will tell you what he has heard. He will tell you about the future.
John 16:13
Truth in investing is what we are looking for and maybe this should be the theme verse instead of Luke 6:38 because that is what we are basing the ministry on.  If all we had to give to others was what came in through donations, this ministry would always be dependent on future donations.  The Investment side has the potential to grow the ministry exponentially.  Look at the stock records and which stocks have gained 1000% in a couple days.  If the Spirit tells what is going to happen, we have a rare opportunity to make much money very fast. With this kind of backing from the Spirit, there would be no limit to the ministries and people we can support.  If the Spirit does not come through with this promise or we do not know how to hear the Spirit’s promptings, then this experiment may fail. Believing with faith will be the only thing to keep this ministry going.
As investments grow, some of this money will track back to investor but most will be reinvested into the ministry accounts.  The goal, based on the Spirit’s involvement, is to see investments grow exponentially over the years, increasing the giving potential and the value of the original investment.  
Donation Growth
Our goal is to track which donations grow in what way. We will record which were put toward which investments to track how the money does over time. With the way money comes in from investments, it may not be possible to track accurately but we will attempt to.  If 10% of your original donation were used in an investment and the investment gained by 100%, then 10% of that growth will be attributed to that donation and back to the donor.  We should be able in this way be able to add up the amount of growth of your donation.  If that growth is reinvested, your original donation amount will be carried forward and the growth of the original donation will grow again.
Toward this accounting, we will add a table for ‘DonationGrowth’. Negative amounts will be entered for investment losses, but we do not believe we will see many of those. As your donation is rolled into more investments, more entries will be added into this table.  All of the growth can be attributed back to your original donation and back to you.  Each year, a report will be given to you detailing the growth (or loss) of each donation investment.  The grand total could be praiseworthy and your praises back to God will build the ministry growth.
Reporting
Tracking the growth of proceeds the Holy Spirit gives will be difficult since not all income will be traceable back to donations. God moves in mysterious ways.  If the funds grow through other than donations and investments (which it will), the best we can do is to report the overall growth of the ministry.  This extra growth can be parceled out to all the original donations, but it is hard to know which donations contributed. We will probably contribute to donations over the last year and beyond that we will give credit to God for the increase.
Each donor will get a monthly statement as to how the donation was used (gifts, investments, and account growth) and each year will be informed of reinvestment growths (compounded) as well.  If other reporting is needed, we will attempt to add these in.
The Outcome
So, how does all of this work out?  What is the result here? First, more people are reached with the gospel since more people will be able to afford to work fulltime in the ministry. With more workers available, the work will go faster, and more people will be reached.
Second, those with large retirement accounts built up will be able to invest that money into ministries instead of letting it sit idle or other companies investing the money for their profit.  There is much money available to be invested and with the proper guidance, this money can be easily multiplied and used.
Third, with all this money donated, we will be able to support ministries, but will also have this money to invest and grow to support many more ministries.  With God at the helm, there is no limit to what can be done.  This is the big outcome is to follow the Lords leading in investing the money to multiply the money for His purposes.  This is where the faith comes in by following the Lord’s direction without knowing the outcome.  That is the difference between this ministry and secular investment firms. This is the advantage we have over others, with the ‘all-knowing’ God involved and trusting His leading in all we do.
Yes, we are acting on faith and that is a big step but that is the foundation we have to build on.  Faith may be difficult for secular people to understand, but it is what makes this plan work.  Do we have the faith to invest great amounts of money and expect huge returns?  That is the key.  I have been a believer for over 50 years and have always dreamed of this kind of opportunity to let God have control and do things as He has planned.  Many times, God uses man to implement His concepts.  Many inventions and technical advances would not be possible without God injecting some illumination into someone’s life.  If people are open to working under the God’s direction under faith, there is no limit of what can be done.
Investment 
When you invest in this ministry, you will be buying an Annuity.  The return of this investment will match alt least the inflation rate but will increase this amount as investments come back profitable.  Our goal is to manage at least a 10% growth rate.  When you retire, you will get support payments from the ministry
You can also set up a beneficiary designation form to invest from your retirement account. With our investment program, your money will make at least 10%, probably more. See
Wycliffe Foundation | Biblical Estate Design | Beneficiary Designation Gifts.
Conclusion
This plan and opportunity will not be accessible unless believers are willing to pitch in with what they have to offer.  Investing money into God’s work (more than the 10% you give to your church (see the paper on “Give and it shall be Given), but also being willing to pitch in with ideas laid on you by the Holy Spirit from time to time.  If you are consistent in communicating the Spirit’s ideas, there may be a place to work more for this ministry.  You could invest the rest of your life into spiritual matters that have a great physical outcome in people’s lives.  The world has only seen a glimpse of what God can do through those who are willing to work in faith to His leading. Great faith is needed.
Appendix
What does Luke 6:38 Mean? 
One Way Ministry
The meaning of Luke 6:38 is a powerful example that emphasizes the principle of reciprocity. It suggests that one's actions and intentions in giving will ultimately determine what they receive in return. The verse highlights the significance of giving with a genuine heart, indicating that the measure of one's generosity will correspond to the measure of blessings they receive, both in this life and in the spiritual realm. This principle underscores the idea that giving, whether it's time, resources, or acts of kindness, will result in a return that reflects the sincerity of the giver's heart. While the immediate rewards may not always be tangible, the verse assures that the act of giving will be rewarded, echoing the broader themes of discipleship and ethical living conveyed in the context of Luke 6. It encourages a genuine and selfless approach to giving and emphasizes the spiritual blessings that await those who live by these principles.
Luke 6:38 Explained
In order to understand what Luke 6:38 means and if it's misinterpreted you have to look at what the general context of the writing is. Jesus just came from spending the night praying to God. In the morning He went to a high place and began speaking to a large crowd of His disciples. There was also a bunch of people from different cities that wanted to be healed and to hear Him speak, who were not His disciples.

Now that we have the scene painted and know who the audience is, we can dive in to the preface of what Luke 6:38 means. Looking back to verse 20 through 22, we see that Jesus was speaking to His disciples. He told them they were blessed because of the various hardships they were facing. 

20 Looking at his disciples, he said:
“Blessed are you who are poor,
for yours is the kingdom of God.
21 Blessed are you who hunger now,
for you will be satisfied.
Blessed are you who weep now,
for you will laugh.
22 Blessed are you when people hate you,
when they exclude you and insult you
and reject your name as evil,
because of the Son of Man.

In verse 23 we can see how they will be blessed. They will have a great reward in heaven. He doesn't say they will be blessed on Earth. He only talks about heaven, so we can conclude that these will be "spiritual" blessings.

23 “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For that is how their ancestors treated the prophets.

Looking at verse 24 through 26 we can deduce that He turns away from speaking to His disciples and speaks to the rest of the crowd. It's almost the direct opposite of how He just described His disciples. He explains that their "worldly blessings" are actually negative things. 


The word "woe" is an exclamation of grief, disappointment, and a warning. Jesus uses this word in front of each sentence regarding being rich, well fed, and likable. Most people view being rich, well fed, and being liked as a good thing. Jesus is warning everyone that these things seem good now, but will be bad for them in the future. 

You may be thinking thanks for the info, but what does Luke 6:38 mean? Based on the pattern we are seeing we can almost deduce the meaning behind it, but we need to look at a few more scriptures before we can draw any definitive conclusions. 

24 “But woe to you who are rich,
for you have already received your comfort.
25 Woe to you who are well fed now,
for you will go hungry.
Woe to you who laugh now,
for you will mourn and weep.
26 Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you,
for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets.

Here in verses 27 to 31 Jesus talks again about doing the opposite of what "worldly wisdom" would tell you. Love those who hate you, let people slap and rob you, etc. Jesus must have sounded like a crazy person to a lot of people. All these things would cause harm to a person, but Jesus said to let them happen to you. He doesn't give any clues here to what benefit you gain from enduring these things, so let's move on to the next paragraph. 

27 “But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. 30 Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31 Do to others as you would have them do to you.

Here we can see some benefit to the strange things Jesus was saying. Verse 35 says that God will reward you greatly and we will be His children. It says God is kind to the wicked so we should be too. He wants us to do what He does and be merciful as He is. We can catch a glimpse of at least one reward He will give, which is mercy. All of us sin, so we can see here that He will give us mercy, but we still don't know if it will be here on Earth or if it's in heaven. Let's read on... 

32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. 35 But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

Jesus then goes on to say that if we don't judge, we won't be judged. If we forgive others, we will be forgiven. He is taking about sowing and reaping. If you sow a seed of corn, you will reap corn. If you sow forgiveness you will reap forgiveness.

If we give, it will be given to us. He isn't specific, but if we give money, we should get money back. If we give time, we should get time back, etc. We can deduce we will get these exact things back because of how specific He was with the previous three things. If we do one thing we will get the exact thing in return. But based on the previous statements written by Him, most if not all of our rewards will be found in heaven.

It isn't fully clear whether He is talking about worldly and spiritual things or just spiritual things, but He is really specific about what we will get when we sow. We can conclude that if we sow forgiveness, we will get forgiveness, so theoretically if we sow money, we should get money, etc. 

He really wanted to emphasize that we should give, because He elaborates on how much we will get back when we do give. He says we will get the exact same measure back and a good measure that will be pouring over. 

Does this mean that if we give $10 we will get $100 back? Maybe. How about if you give $10,000, will you get $1 million back? Maybe, but most likely not, since He was just giving woes in verse 24-26 to those who are rich, well fed, and well liked. 

37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”

You shouldn't give money or anything just to get it back. Jesus wasn't giving investing advice for people to get wealthy. He was simply saying you will be treated the way you treat others. Based on this chapter, we might not actually reap everything that we sow in this life. Jesus did start out by saying that if we suffer now, we will reap rewards, but only later and in heaven. 

Jesus promises us persecution and hard times when we follow Him, so why should we think that we will actually get money if we sow money? God is God and He can do as He wants. 1 Samuel 2:7 says "The Lord makes poor and makes rich; he brings low and he exalts." He is in control. 

I believe that we can and do reap what we sow here on Earth, but when it doesn't happen, we shouldn't get upset at God because of it. I know from many personal experiences that God does give when we give.

My wife and I were in Israel doing some teaching. We both felt led to give the pastor some money. I don't remember the exact amount, but I wanted to give about $500 and my wife felt like we should give $1000. We went with what she heard and gave $1000. When we came home there was a check waiting for us that totaled just over what we gave. It was from an insurance company that said we had overpaid on a car we had 3 years back and they just found the mistake.

One other testimony of this is when we gave $500 to a needy person. We got a check in the mail a few days later from my mom for $800. She owed us $300, so I called her up and told her she paid too much. She said she wrote the check and saw the mistake, but felt like we should have the rest anyway. She had no idea we just gave $500 away! 

We have many testimonies like this and know many people that have similar ones as well. 

Is Luke 6:38 misinterpreted?

I would say yes and no. Yes, because there are many ministers and preachers that use this scripture just to get people to tithe more. Some teach that if you tithe more you can actually get rich. This is definitely wrong since Jesus warns people about being rich. It can happen, but it's the exception and not the norm. 

I say it's not misinterpreted to those that give with a genuine heart and do not expect anything in return. I personally know that this works and have seen it many times. It surprises me every time though because I am not expecting anything in return.

God is good and just. He knows your heart and your motives. Seek God and His righteousness and everything will be added unto you (Matthew 6:33). 

Check out our comprehensive article with frequently asked questions on tithes and the different types of giving article to learn more.

Looking for a place to give? We have 5000 underground churches that have been planted in some of the most remote and persecuted parts of the world. Learn more at the One Way Ministries home page. 


Learn More

More Information on the meaning of Luke 6:38

Summary of Luke Chapter 6

Luke 6 delves into two significant sections, primarily focused on Jesus' teachings and calls to discipleship. The initial segment, Luke 6:1–16, carries forward the themes established in Luke 5. Jesus challenges conventional traditions, notably concerning the observance of the Sabbath, while simultaneously extending his call to the Twelve disciples. The subsequent part, Luke 6:17–49, presents Jesus' teachings on the "level place," also referred to as the "Sermon on the Plain," emphasizing ethical and moral principles for daily living and discipleship. While much of this content is parallel to the teachings in Matthew 5 through 7, the exact correlation between the two accounts remains unclear, suggesting the possibility that Jesus reiterated similar messages in different contexts.

Luke 6:38, within this broader context, embodies the idea that the measure of one's generosity and giving corresponds to the measure of blessings one receives in return. It emphasizes the principle of reciprocity, highlighting the significance of sincere and genuine intentions in one's actions and attitudes. This concept is intricately woven into the broader narrative of discipleship and the ethical teachings of Jesus.

Luke 6:38 Context Summary 

In Luke 6:37–42, Jesus concludes his detailed explanation of the expectations for those who choose to be his disciples. His teachings begin with a series of blessings that await his persecuted followers. He also outlines the potential repercussions for those favored by the ungodly world (Luke 6:20–26). Encouraging a radical approach, he urges his followers to demonstrate love towards their enemies through prayer and acts of generosity (Luke 6:27–35). Furthermore, he emphasizes the importance of displaying mercy (Luke 6:36) by exercising compassionate judgment and forgiveness. Concluding his address, Jesus calls upon the crowd to cultivate virtuous hearts and to build their lives on the firm foundation of his teachings (Luke 6:43–49). These themes find echoes throughout the Gospels of Matthew and Mark, underscoring the consistency of Jesus' message across different contexts and audiences.
Luke 6:38 in Different Bible Versions
Amplified Bible (AMP):
Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure—pressed down, shaken together, and running over [with no space left for more]. For with the standard of measurement you use [when you do good to others], it will be measured to you in return.

English Standard Version (ESV):
give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.


New International Version (NIV):
Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.

New American Standard Bible (NASB):
Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure—pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return.

Christian Standard Bible (CSB):
Give, and it will be given to you; a good measure--pressed down, shaken together, and running over--will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you.

New Living Translation (NLT):
Give, and you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full — pressed down, shaken together to make room for more, running over, and poured into your lap. The amount you give will determine the amount you get back.

King James Version (KJV):
Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.
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